
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, February 20, 2018 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge 

of Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Dan Sebben, 

Megan Moylan, Danny Hebenstreit, Matt Casey, Reggie Finney, Rick Vilcek and Ed 

Notter. Ms. Provaznik was necessarily absent. Also present were Amy Hamilton, City 

Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a moment of silence as we remember the dead and injured 

at Parkland, Florida high school mass shooting that took place February 14. 

 

Agenda Add-On 

Sale of City property at Highland/Hawthorne 

 

Mayor Thomson stated there is an additional item under City Manager’s Report 

tonight regarding sale of a small piece of vacant City land and asks for approval of 

the sale contract. 

 

New Police Officers 

Swearing in Ceremony 

 

Police Chief Doug Schaeffler introduced to the Council two new police officers; 

Javan Taylor and Ryan James. Deputy City Clerk Villmer performed the swearing in 

of both officers.  

 

Mayor and Council welcomed the new officers and their families. 

 

Police Officer 

Life Saving Awards 

 

Chief Schaeffler presented Police Officers Carl Goodman and Matt Karl with 

Department Life Saving Awards.  Chief Schaeffler stated both officers in separate 

incidents, alertly recognized symptoms that individuals they came upon were 

suffering from effects of an opiate overdose.  Chief Schaeffler stated they 

administered their emergency Narcan kit treatment to them bringing them back to 

consciousness and noted their quick actions no doubt saved these individual’s lives.   

P.O. Goodman and Karl received their certificates and ribbon bar for their uniform. 



 
 

 

Mayor and Council commended the officers for their quick response to these 

emergency situations. 

 

Unity in the Community 

 

Mayor Thomson announced the Lenten special services will begin for their second 

year at individual Richmond Heights’ churches on Wednesdays during the Lenten 

season, with the first service Wednesday, February 21 at 2
nd

 Baptist Church. All are 

welcome as we encourage the different congregations to visit one another. 

 

Citizens Academy 2018 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City is continuing to look for interested individuals to 

register for the Richmond Heights Citizens’ Academy which begins March 6. 

 

Summer Teen Employment Opportunities 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City is looking for interested Richmond Heights’ teens to 

apply for summertime employment opportunities. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

February 5, 2018 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of February 5, 2018.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Helium Comedy Club-Saint Louis Galleria 

Liquor License-Manager change 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Helium Club as applied for a new liquor license due to a 

recent manager change at its location in the Saint Louis Galleria.  Ms. Hamilton asked 

if the council wished to approve the application. 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion of approval for the liquor license 

application for the Helium Comedy Club.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Sale of City property 

Vacant parcel of land 

West of 1335 Hawthorne Place 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Council had previously agreed to the sale of a small vacant 



 
 

parcel of land adjacent to I-64 highway at Hawthorne Place.  Ms. Hamilton stated the 

City had reached out to adjacent property owners to see if they had an interest in the 

property with a request of a sealed bid on February 8.  One property owner declined 

interest and another response came back with an offer for the property. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the contract was now before the Council to allow the Mayor to 

execute the contract for this vacant piece of land. 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to direct the Mayor to execute the 

purchase agreement for property west of 1335 Hawthorne Place.  Carried 

unanimously.   

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5515; second reading 

Amends Ord. No. 4788; the Municipal Code; 

Chapter 505 Building Regulations:  

Section 505.100-Fees, Permits, Inspections, & Occupancy, 

Adds permit fee to erect accessible entrance ramp to a home. 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5515. Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5515 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, CHAPTER 505: 

BUILDING REGULATIONS, SECTION 505.100, FEES-PERMITS, 

INSPECTIONS AND OCCUPANCY; BY ADDING PERMIT FEE ISSUED TO 

ERECT ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE RAMP TO A HOME. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5515.  AYES:  Mr. Vilcek, 

Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben, Mr. Hebenstreit and 

Mayor Thomson.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5515, approved. 

 

Bill No. 5516; second reading 

Amends Ord. 4788; the Municipal Code; 

Chapter 505 Building Regulations;  

Sec. 505.035 Additional Review Criteria for 

In-Fill Housing: Sec. 505.035A.3.D 

Garages (1) Add new criteria for 

Corner lot front entry garage. 



 
 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5516.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5516 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, CHAPTER 505: 

BUILDING REGULATIONS, SECTION 505.035 ADDITIONAL REVIEW 

CRITERIA FOR IN-FILL HOUSING, SECTION 505.035A.3.d GARAGES (1), 

ADDING NEW CRITERIA FOR CORNER LOT FRONT ENTRY GARAGE. 

 

Mr. Casey asked for clarification on some of the language in the Bill.  Mr. Casey 

stated he was in favor of the concept but felt the language was confusing. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the purpose of the Code amendment was to be less restrictive to 

new in-fill housing corner lots. Current Code language would restrict front entry 

garages on both front yards on a corner lot. This ordinance would allow an entry 

garage at a home as long as it does not protrude past the primary plane of the house to 

be erected on the side of the house’s corner lot which is not oriented to the 

neighboring homes’ front entrance.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated an in-fill house on a corner lot can choose which street they wish 

to be associated with as their address; therefore a main front entrance would be on 

one street and their garage side could be on the other corner street as long as they are 

in line with a majority of neighboring homes. These are lots over fifty feet for new 

housing only, not established houses and there are also other restrictions in the Code 

that cover other issues.  

 

Mr. Vilcek stated the corner lot home owner who wishes to erect a fence has some of 

the same issues as they have two front yards. 

 

Mr. Sebben asked about restrictions about front entry garages. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated depending on lot size, you could have a front entry garage if 

your garage was below the front of house.  Again, depending on lot size (over fifty-

feet) it has to be in the back or side of the house.  These restrictions apply to in-fill 

guidelines. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5516.  AYES: Mr. Sebben, 

Mr. Hebenstreit, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey and 

Mayor Thomson.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5516, approved. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 



 
 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Update on Short Term Rentals 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the Plan and Zoning Commission had discussed the short term 

rental issue at their February 15 meeting and decided they were not going to make 

comment on the information they received on the subject.  Mayor Thomson stated 

that previous Council had considered draft legislation and voted narrowly to consider 

changes after Plan and Zoning had opportunity to review. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City newsletter which was to go out today to residents 

contained information on the short term rentals and asked that residents contact their 

council members to voice their opinion on the issue.  With any responses gathered 

and evaluated, it would take us to the next meeting.  Mayor Thomson stated that we 

would discuss further to move forward and have a public hearing at the second 

meeting of March if the majority of the Council wishes to move on. 

 

Mr. Sebben asked if P &Z declined to comment or pass along any suggestions, does 

that not indicate they are not in favor. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated he did not feel we should make a decision about drafting 

legislation tonight without more input from residents. 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit said he has had mixed opinions given to him at various meetings, but 

without the finalized guidelines, it was hard for them to be definite about it.  Mr. 

Hebenstreit said most asked about if it were approved to allow STR’s, what 

would/could be done to be sure these operators followed the rules set out and what 

recourse would the City have to curtail problems. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated he understood that there was one person at the Plan & Zoning 

meeting that spoke in favor of short term rentals with three speaking against the issue. 

 

Mr. Notter stated he did not think that was much of a sample and really hated to make 

a decision based on 3 or 4 people.    

 

Ms. Hamilton stated a brief Facebook, and Twitter survey done a month or so earlier 

had produced few responses and mixed opinions.   

 



 
 

Mr. Finney stated he felt we need a Public Hearing on the issue to hear more opinions 

on the subject. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she thought the Plan and Zoning meeting would draw more 

people with their opinions than it did. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated we could talk more about it at the March 5 council meeting 

and if the majority wishes to move on than we will. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated we do not have the written report on the February 15 P & Z 

meeting and it may have more information to review. 

 

Ms. Moylan stated that with the “no response” from Plan and Zoning, it was pretty 

unanimous they did not want to take up the issue. 

 

Mr. Finney asked if usually there was more response given by the public in council 

meetings vs. Plan & Zoning meetings. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she thought more people would come to the Plan & Zoning 

meeting with opinions on this topic than actually happened.  Ms. Hamilton stated that 

with the newsletter going out, perhaps council members will get a response from their 

constituents.   

 

MML Legislative Conference 

 

Mayor Thomson stated he, City Manager Hamilton and Council Member Hebenstreit 

had attend the Jefferson City MML Conference last week.  Mayor Thomson stated 

they heard about a number of issues the legislature would be discussing this session, 

including a gasoline tax which would benefit the infrastructure issues in the State.  

Also put forth was the idea of a mileage tax based on how many miles you drive per 

year or miles per gallon your vehicle gets. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated other items were capping business license fees.  Also, outstate 

issues were improving 911 service by county and also repeal all or part of Senate Bill 

No. 5 that was passed last year by the Legislature.  Mayor Thomson stated there was 

evidence that over 55% of respondents did not appear at their first court appearance 

because penalties changed so much with this new law. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated there was a new push to improve safety in the State by 

promoting buckling up seatbelts and putting phones down while driving. Mayor 

Thomson stated he hoped Council would participate in the thumbs up, thumbs down 

program in a photo opportunity to illustrate the effort behind promoting firm 

legislation on seat belt requirements.  

 

Adjournment 

 



 
 

At approximately 8:10 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 

Casey moved, Ms. Moylan seconded, to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL: 


